OSB Board of Governors Resolution in Support of Stable
Funding for Court Facilities
Adopted November 15, 2014
Whereas, the worsening condition of Oregon’s court facilities, including the Multnomah County Courthouse,
has been documented in over 25 different studies since 1968.
Whereas, the Oregon State Legislature approved funding or state bonding authority for courthouse maintenance,
upgrades, and replacement in Curry, Gilliam, Jefferson, Malheur, Multnomah, Union, and Wallowa counties
and the Oregon Supreme Court building in the 2013-2015 legislatively adopted and approved budget.
Whereas, the Multnomah County Courthouse, built 100 years ago, is a seismic hazard and in poor condition,
with substantial security and public safety limitations which would benefit from $17.4 million in state bonding
authority in the 2015-17 biennium towards the replacement of the county courthouse; and
Whereas, the mission of the Oregon State Bar includes improving the quality of legal services and increasing
access to justice.
Whereas, further reductions to the Judicial Department budget may end full service courts in some areas of the
state;
Resolved, That:
1. The Oregon State Bar supports the Chief Justice’s requests for state funding to support capital
investments and/or life and safety upgrades in Oregon’s inadequate court facilities, including the
Multnomah County Courthouse;
2. The Board of Governors should take reasonable and necessary action to support the state support for
safe, suitable and sufficient county court facilities; and
3. All members of the Oregon State Bar are urged to communicate with their legislators regarding the need
for a safe court system for themselves, their clients, and Oregon Judicial Department employees and
judges.
Background
The Board of Governors (BOG) believes that all Oregonians deserve safe, suitable and sufficient state court
facilities. Many, if not all, of the county courthouses in Oregon have moderate to severe deferred maintenance
issues. These problems include the need for seismic upgrades, replacements of outdated and unsafe electrical
systems and the need to make the courthouses more accessible to the public. The BOG appreciates the efforts of
the Oregon State Legislature in addressing the facility needs of Oregon circuit courthouses and supports the
continued focus on all of Oregon’s circuit courts, including the proposed replacement of the Multnomah County
Courthouse.

